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Fern Elementary School  

After School Club Program 

Applications and registration information are 

available online at  

www.TorranceCA.Gov/AfterSchool 

For more information,  

please call 310/618-2930. 

“Creating and Enriching the Community through People, Programs and Partnerships” 

City of Torrance Community Service Department • RECREATION DIVISION 

Printed on recycled paper 

The program meets at Greenwood Park 

Monday through Friday  

after school until 6:00 p.m.  

Participants must attend Fern School to 

be eligible for the program.  

Fees 

 $481.00 per 13 week session for Torrance residents  

 $546.00 per 13 week session for non-residents 

 Fees will be prorated if you start after the session begins. 

 Scholarships are available for qualified Torrance resi-

dents. 
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Take attendance seriously
Everyone at school is 
working to help your 
child achieve. But only 
you can make sure she 
gets to school every day. 
Discuss the importance 
of attendance. Explain to your child that:

• Missing school means missing learn-
ing and time with friends. Your child will 
also have to work harder to catch up.

• The only time she can miss school is 
when she’s sick or there’s an emergency.

Learning to fulfill responsibilities can be challenging for some children. Your 
child may forget things. But keeping track of everything for him won’t help 
him learn. To teach him to take responsibility for himself and his belongings:

• Write down tasks you expect 
your child to do. Post checklists— 
of his chores, items to pack for 
school, etc.—and have him check 
off tasks as he completes them. 

• Help your child decide where 
to store his things when he’s not 
using them.

• Give him a calendar. Show 
him how to use it to keep track of 
his assignments and activities.

• Let your child experience 
the consequences of forgetting or 
losing something. Don’t drive his 
homework to school. If he can’t 
find his library book when it’s 
due, have him pay the fine.

• Praise him when he meets his 
responsibilities.

• Set an example. Put your keys 
in their assigned spot. Check your 
calendar to prepare for the day.

Set the table for success
Studies show that sharing 
at least one meal a day 
as a family can improve 
your child’s language 
skills and help him do 
better in school. Family 
meals help children:

• Build vocabulary.
• Improve conversation skills.
• Learn social skills, such as manners 

and sharing.

• Feel a connection to family and a 
sense of belonging.

• Establish healthy eating habits. 
Source: “Family Meals spell S-U-C-C-E-S-S,” Promoting Family 
Meals Project, Purdue University Center for Families, niswc.
com/eatandtalk.

Tune in to homework 
Teachers give homework to reinforce their 
students’ understanding of the concepts 
taught in class. Homework is also a crucial 
communication link between the school, 
you and your child.

 Review your child’s homework every day. 
Talk with her about what she’s learning. 
Your interest sends the message that her 
education is important. And if your child is 
struggling, let the teacher know.
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Get organized to help your child 
have a great school year
A new school year is a fresh start. 
It’s an ideal time to create routines 
and establish habits that will  
support your child’s efforts in 
school. Use these simple strategies 
to keep your family organized for 
learning success:

• Set priorities. Schoolwork, 
family time and healthy habits 
come first. Schedule time for 
these on your family calendar. 
If there are open blocks of time, 
your child can add activities.

• Create an evening routine. Getting organized each evening for the 
next day makes mornings a snap. Make lunches, pack items needed for 
school in your child’s backpack and agree on outfits. Set and stick to a 
bedtime that lets your child get nine to 11 hours of sleep.

• Create a morning routine. If your child does the same things in the 
same order each day, she’s less likely to forget a step. List her tasks to get 
ready for school: Eat breakfast, brush teeth, put lunch into backpack, etc.

• Designate a homework time. Pick a time when your child will have 
the most energy and motivation to work. This could be right after school, 
or after she has had a chance to relax a bit. A set time makes it easier for 
your child to get down to business. Create a quiet study spot and equip it 
with paper, pencils and other necessary supplies.

Let your child practice responsibility

Torrance Unified School District
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Help your child turn 
dreams into goals
Kids often mention vague goals without 
actually setting them (I want to finish my 
report on time). But it takes more than a 
wish to reach a goal. It takes planning and 
hard work. Encourage your child to:

• Think about past successes. Has he 
mastered something challenging before? 
How did he do it?

• Set short-term goals. Help him 
decide on realistic steps to take toward 
his ultimate goal. Achievement is a great 
motivator to keep going.

Then cheer him on! Say things like, “You are 
really sticking with this. I’m very impressed.”

Set the tone for teamwork
When parents and 
teachers work together, 
students thrive! To 
begin a productive 
relationship with your 
child’s teacher:

• Introduce yourself and exchange 
contact information. 

• Ask questions respectfully and 
make requests rather than demands. 

• Be positive. Be prepared to hear about 
your child’s weaknesses as well as his 
strengths. Work with the teacher to find 
ways to help your child do his best.

___1.  Do you have a regular time 
to read aloud each day? Set 
aside at least 20 minutes.

___2.  Do you get your whole  
family involved? Take turns 
choosing books to read.

___3.  Do you pause while reading 
to discuss the story with your 
child? What does she think 
will happen next?

___4.  Do you give your child a 
turn to read aloud to you?

___5.  Do you choose an exciting 
place in the story to finish 

reading, so you will both want 
to read again the next day?

How well are you doing?
More yes answers mean you are build-
ing your child’s reading skills. For each 
no, try that idea from the quiz.

Bedrooms are for sleeping
While screen media—TV, videos, computer 
games and apps—may have a place in your 
child’s life, it shouldn’t be in her bedroom. 
Research shows that kids with screens in 
their rooms spend less time reading, do less 
well in school and are more likely to be 
obese than other kids. Confine screen use to 
locations where you can supervise.

Source: “School, health and behavior suffer when children 
have TV, video games in bedroom,” Iowa State University 
News Service, niswc.com/bedroom.

September 2018

How can I convince my child 
that math isn’t so bad?

Q: My son had a hard time with math last year. Now he says he 
can’t do it and he hates it. I’m sympathetic—I don’t like math 
either. How can I make this better for him?
A: Research shows that parents’ 
attitudes about math affect how 
well their children do in math. Kids 
whose parents say they didn’t like 
math when they were in school 
often have trouble in math.

 So, instead of agreeing with your 
son’s feelings, be positive! Tell him 
that you believe math is important 
and everyone can learn it. If you 
say it often enough, he may start to 
believe it.

 To motivate your child:

• Connect math to his life. When you and your child go to a store, 
bank or restaurant, point out all the ways people use math. At dinner, 
challenge family members to talk about one way they used math that day.

• Discuss careers that use math. Airline pilots, architects and astro-
nauts all use math to do exciting things.

• Make math practice a game. Together, add up the numbers on 
license plates you see. Estimate the number of cereal pieces he can fit in  
a cup (then count). Calculate how many days are left until his birthday.

Are you making the most of read alouds?
Reading aloud to your child is one of the best ways to help her become a 
better reader. The way you read aloud can make a difference, too. Do you 
know the strategies that promote reading? Answer yes or no below:

”We have an obligation to 

read aloud to our children ... 

and not to stop reading to 

them just because they learn 

to read to themselves.” 

        
        

     —Neil Gaiman
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Fern Elementary 
SEE NEW DATES BELOW 

System 3 - Did Someone Say Science? (8 Weeks) 
Explore physical and chemical reactions. Learn about conductors, insulators, and 
transistors as well as other elements of the world of circuit electricity. Build your 

own stunt planes! Experiment with gravity, inertia and centripetal force. Learn the 
science behind illusions and mind-reading! It's not magic- it's science! Discover the 

hidden strength of triangles, arches, and cylinders to build your own super-
structure! Uncover the science behind aerodynamics and the properties of air. 

Make air pockets with zing and levitate ping-pong balls! Explore how 
meteorologists study weather and how air temperature affects it. 

 
Topics Include: 

Che-mystery � Current Events � Fantastic Fliers � Fun-damental Forces � 
Science of Magic � Super Structures � Under Pressure � Wacky Water 

 
Grades: Gr 1 - Gr 5 
Day/Time: Thu, 3:15 PM - 4:15 PM  
Program Dates: Oct 11 - Dec 6, 2018 
Skip Dates: 11/22/2018 
 

Early Bird Cost: $135.00 
Early Bird Deadline: 9/24/2018  
Cost After Early Bird Deadline: $145.00 

 

Register Online 
losangeles.madscience.org 

 
Registration is first-come, first-served. 

Register early to secure your spot! 
 

ALL REGISTRATIONS MUST BE COMPLETED THROUGH MAD SCIENCE. 
REGISTRATIONS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED AT THE SCHOOL. 

 
 

Mad Science of Los Angeles 
818-909-6777 

 

 
 
 
 
 



For	future	DISCOUNTS,	please	join	our	
mailing	list	at:		

losangeles.madscience.org	
											

All Mad Science classes will take place at your child’s school. 
 

Register for Mad Science online at: 
 

losangeles.madscience.org 
 

A minimum number of students registered is needed to run the Mad Science program.  
 

 

Registration Details 
• Complete the online registration with your Credit Card payment (VISA, MasterCard, or Discover). 
• Your child is not enrolled in Mad Science until payment is received. 
• No access to the Online Registration? No credit card? Call Mad Science at (818) 909-6777. 
• Same day registrations are not accepted on the same day as class runs. Student must be 

enrolled at least one day prior. 
 

Do you have a guarantee? 
Yes! Our guarantee is simple. You will be satisfied  
with Mad Science or we will make it right, period.  
Our reputation is built on the quality of our  
programs and we constantly strive for improvement.  
After attending the first class, If your child does  
not wish to continue in Mad Science, simply call  
our office prior to the second scheduled class and  
we will issue you a refund (less a $20 processing fee).  
After that time, no refunds will be issued.     
  ***All refunds take 1-3 weeks to process. 

 
Frequently Asked Questions 

• We believe in quality over quantity! Classes will typically have 12-24 students.  
• Preschool classes will have 10-15 children. 
• Class topics subject to change without notice. 
• Attendance is the responsibility of the parent. Please write the dates of the classes on your calendar 

and remind your child to attend class! If your child is not old enough to go to and from Mad Science 
on his or her own, please consider waiting to enroll them until next year. 

• What if my child misses a session? All of our class topics are independent of each other. If your 
child misses a class, it will not affect their progress in the After School Program. There are no 
prorates or refunds for missed classes 

 

Student Conduct in Mad Science 
Mad Science strives to provide a fun and safe learning environment at all times.  If a child needs to be 
removed from class due to unsafe or disruptive behavior, no refunds will be granted. 
 

What is Mad Science? 
Mad Science of Los Angeles conducts educational, entertaining and hands-on science, engineering and 
technology activities for preschool and elementary age children. Our approach is simple. We use exciting 
activities and spectacular demonstrations to capture the attention and imagination of children. Once captivated 
by the presentation, we introduce a series of awesome experiments and activities in which the children can 
participate. Our Mad Science, BRIXOLOGY and MISSION:CODE programs are educational and FUN! We 
supply all of the materials and equipment used in the courses we offer. 
 

Please note program dates and times on your calendar! 
 

Completing the registration enrolls your child in the Mad Science program. You agree to 
release the school and the School District from all liability. You also agree that your child 
will adhere to the classroom policies established at the first meeting. 

 
Mad Science of Los Angeles 

(818) 909-6777 
 



2019
REGISTRATION

Registration begins October 2, 2018 for Torrance residents, and October 9, 2018 for non-residents.

DON’T MISS OUT!!!  FINAL DAY TO REGISTER IS TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2018 at 5:00 p.m.

Proof of residency or proof of school enrollment is required.  For more information call 310/618-2720.

Registration can be completed online, by phone, fax 310/781-7598, or at the Registration office.

Walk-In Registration
Saturday, November 17, 2018
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Torrance Community Services Department 
3031 Torrance, Blvd. (two buildings east of library)

League play
tentatively begins
Saturday,
January 12, 2019

Printed on Recycled Paper

OPEN LEAGUE
The Open League is designed for Boys grades 
6, 7 and 8. We ONLY accept brought in teams 
for this highly competitive league. All players 
must attend the same school or live in the same 
geographic area. All players MUST register in 
the recreation league and will be transferred to 
the open league after November 20, 2018.

City of Torrance Community Services Department Recreation Division • [310]618-2930 • www.TorranceCA.Gov

“Creating and Enriching Community through People, Programs and Partnerships”

Boys and Girls grades K–8

RECREATION LEAGUE
This league is designed for all levels of play. 
Teams are put together by the child’s grade 
and school they attend. This league is for 
Kindergarten through the Eighth grade. 
If needed, teams may be combined with 
neighboring schools to form a complete 
roster. All teams are coached by volunteers.  
Non-Residents should list the Torrance 
school they live closest to.

Special

For more information on our league please go to www.TorranceCA.Gov/YouthBasketball  
or call our Sports Office at 310/781-7515.

$69.00 PER 
PARTICIPANT
Includes: T-shirt

and award



2019
Basketball
Youth
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                                             positions are limited to one per team. If you wish 
to volunteer, you must complete a Volunteer Coach’s application online at www.TorranceCA.Gov/VolunteerProgram.
htm. You will then need to go to Human Resources, 3231 Torrance Blvd., and pick up a Volunteer Fingerprint Request 
form that must be completed prior to the start of the season. City policy requires volunteers to be fingerprinted 
annually. Volunteer coaches will receive a refund of the activity fee upon return of the equipment at the end of the 
season.
ALL TEAMS MUST HAVE  A VOLUNTEER COACH BY DECEMBER 6, 2018 OR PLAYERS WILL BE PLACED 
WHERE OPEN SPOTS ARE AVAILABLE. IF YOUR TEAM DOES NOT HAVE A VOLUNTEER COACH, THEY WILL 
BE A GAME ONLY TEAM WITH NO PRACTICES DURING THE SEASON.

Volunteer Head Coach

It’s Easy! Now you can use your credit card!
I hereby authorize the use of my:        MasterCard           Visa           Discover           American Express

Name as it appears on the card: (Please print)

Credit Card #:__________________________ Expiration date: Month ______ Year ______

Signature: __________________________________________

Please make checks payable to the “City of Torrance.” DO NOT SEND CASH

If registering through mail, send to:
ATTN: Registration
 City of Torrance
 Community Services Department
 3031 Torrance Blvd.
 Torrance, CA 90503
** Please include a stamped, self-addressed envelope to receive your receipt by mail.**

For Official Use Only:

Receipt # ___________

Date _______________

Printed on Recycled Paper

Parent Permission Slip     Shirt size:     YS       YM       YL       AS       AM       AL       AXL       AXXL
__________________________________ has my permission to participate in the City of Torrance Community
Services Department’s Youth Basketball Program. I affirm that he/she is in the _____ grade, and that his/her birthday is
______________ and that he/she attends ______________________________ School. He/she will play in Division
_____________.  I hereby release and discharge the City of Torrance, the Torrance Community Services Department,
and each and all of their agents and employees from any liability whatsoever, resulting from or in any manner arising
out of injury or damage which may be sustained on account of his/her participation in said activity.

Parent’s Name (Please print) _________________________________________________________________________
Signature of Parent or Guardian _____________________________________________________________________
Address ________________________________________ City ________________________ Zip ________________
Home Phone (      ) _________________ Cell Phone (      ) ___________________  Email ______________________ 


